
CONSERVATION 

NEWS 

During the week of June 3-7, the District hosted its sixth annual Conservation Kids Camp at Dub Patton Day Use Facility at Arkabutla Lake. This year we had 
twenty-five openings for campers and each spot was filled! Something we learned years ago is that children enjoy touching and doing instead of just listening, 
so each year we bring in expert subject matter speakers that teach about conservation and agriculture but also bring hands on STEM related activities for the 
campers. The topics covered this year included: pollination, water cycle and water conservation, forestry, horticulture, wildlife and adaption, soils, energy, 
wildlife rehabilitation, insects, farming and agriculture, aquatics, mars soil, and fossil fuels. We are extremely grateful for the partnerships we have with various 
agencies and the volunteers that take time out of their busy schedules to help with camp year after year. It was a great week and we are looking forward to 
hosting the 2020 Conservation Kids Camp! Be sure to check our Facebook page in the Spring of 2020 for registration information!  
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This year the Third Grade Tree Program was observed during the week of January 28-January 31. This is always such a fun week 
for the District. District Information and Education Specialist, Meleiah Tyus along with several volunteers visit all the schools that 
house third graders, this includes the thirteen public schools and the two private schools. This program has been in place in 
DeSoto County for many decades now and we are so appreciative of the support from the Superintendent of Education and his 
school administrators and teachers.  

During this week, over 2700 third grade students were taught about the importance of planting trees, the wonderful products made 
from trees, as well as the history of the Southern Magnolia. Each child received a ruler that was made from trees and specifically 
geared towards the third grade math curriculum on measurements. The volunteers that helped this week came from various agen-
cies including the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors, DeSoto County Master Gardeners, Hernando Civic Garden Club, DeSoto 
County GIS, Olive Branch Parks and Recreation Department, DeSoto County Environmental Services, and the Southaven VIP’s. 
We are so thankful to have a volunteer group that shares our passion for trees and conservation education!  

Annual Meeting & Awards Dinner  

The DeSoto County SWCD Annual Meeting was held on Thursday, March 7 2019, at the Gale Center in Hernando. Members and guests enjoyed a catered catfish and chicken dinner provided by 
First Choice Catering. This year Glenn Case, provided the entertainment . 

The District presented three awards at the conclusion of dinner. Mr. Mike Williams, Soil Scientist with our partner agency Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was presented the Infor-
mation and Education Award of Excellence. Mike has been a viable resource for the District and he has worked alongside the District to educate many students about the importance of soil conserva-
tion.  Pictured in the bottom left is Mr. Williams with District Commissioner, Susie Burns.  

Mr. Burke Hendrix won the Cropland Conservationist of the Year Award. Mr. Hendrix was recognized for his outstanding job in applying conservation practices within their cropland operation. Mr. 
Hendrix farms over 5,000 acres in Mississippi. His primary crops on his farms are Soybeans and Cotton. For several years, Mr. Hendrix has participated in the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Programs (CSP).  

Lastly, the District Commissioners presented an Award of Excellence to the family of the late Carolyn Neergaard, for her dedication to the 
District and for sharing her passion about conser-
vation and agriculture through various education 
programs in DeSoto County. Mrs. Neergaard 
served as a Deputy Commissioner to the District 
for several years. Mrs. Neergaard’s family is pic-
tured in the bottom right with District Commission-
ers.  

We would like to thank our sponsors: Clifton 
Farms, Cooke Insurance Inc., DeSoto County 
Farm Bureau, Four Seasons Garden Center, Glen 
Meadow Partners LP, Hernando Smiles, Kal-Mac 
Farms, Mississippi Land Bank, Navillus Farms, 
Parman Energy, Mike Wiseman, Yancy Brothers 
Construction, LLC, and Yancy Brothers Farms 
 
We couldn’t have held such a wonderful event 
without your help! Thank you to everyone who 
attended the event, it was a wonderful evening and 
we look forward to seeing everyone again next 
year!  

Annual Third Grader Tree Program 



 North Area Envirothon  

 

Envirothon is the ultimate environmental education 
experience for high school students.  Training for 
Envirothon is no easy task. Students and their 
teacher advisors spend countless hours inside the 
classroom learning the Envirothon objectives plus 
they also spend a great amount of time outside 
preparing for the hands-on portion of the competi-
tion. Expert trainers in each test subject area are 
scheduled and brought in to train with the students. 
Students test in the areas of aquatics ecology, for-
estry, soils/land use, wildlife, and they also have a 
current issue topic.  
 
On March 21, two teams from Southaven High 
School competed in the North Area Envirothon 
Competition in Oxford, MS and both teams placed 
in the Top 5, which advanced their teams onto the 
State Competition.  
 
State competition was held at the Mississippi FFA 
Conference Center in Raymond on April 26. Both 

teams competed and the Southaven High School Envirothon Team A placed ninth overall in the State and Southaven Envirothon 
Team B finished 16th in the state. We are so proud of both teams and we look forward to sponsoring the Southaven High School 
Envirothon Teams again next year.  
 
Congratulations to all the students on a job well done and a Special Thanks to Jennifer Marley and Shannon McCarrens (teacher 
advisors) and all the expert trainers that helped prepare these students for competition!!  

 

Another successful Earth Day event is in the books!! The weather was great 
and the streets were filled with citizens who were enjoying all the awesome 
earth friendly booths. This year the SWCD made wind socks with children that 
stopped by the District booth. The wind socks were made from recycled water 
bottles and old, cut up t-shirts. The District also shared various conservation 
information with our citizens regarding conservation and education programs. 
Sam E. Soil made his annual visit to the event where children and adults gave 
him hugs, high fives, and had their pictures taken with Sam E Soil. It was a fun 
day for all! We look forward to participating in this outreach event each year! Be 
sure to stop by and see us next year!  



M.C. Sparks Essay & Poster Contest  
Congratulations to all the winners of the 
2019 M.C. Sparks Essay & Poster Con-
tests. The District received over 1200 
essays and a handful of posters this 
year!  

We would like to thank you the following schools for their par-
ticipation: DeSoto Central Middle, Hernando Middle, Lewisburg 
Middle School, Southaven Middle, & Sacred Heart schools. 
Thank you for your hard work and dedication to becoming bet-
ter conservation stewards!  

2019 Pond Workshop  

 

The District hosted a Pond Workshop on May 29, 2019. This workshop was free and open to in-
terested citizens in DeSoto County. The workshop was held at the Bridgetown Community Cen-
ter in Nesbit, MS. During the workshop Scott Richey with NRCS discussed pond construction 
and NRCS programs that cover agricultural ponds. Jamie Payne with Marathon Pipeline brought 
the attendees 811 goodies and reminded them to please call 811 to get utilities marked before 
they dig their ponds. Retired wildlife biologist, John DeFazio discussed farm pond management 
and aquatic weed control. Mr. Jackey Fox with USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
(APHIS) discussed how to combat nuisance wildlife. Mr. Keith Meals with the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Wildlife Fisheries and Parks (MDWFP) educated the attendees about pond stocking, 
feeding, and habitat. Mr. Meals and Stanley Turner, also with MDWFP, led an electrofishing 
demonstration to sample the fish population. Special thanks to the Bridgetown Homeowners As-
sociation for allowing us to use their beautiful facilities to host this workshop! We appreciate their 
kindness and hospitality!  



 

Annual Public Tree Giveaway  

In February, the District hosted it’s Annual Public Tree Giveaway. The event was held on Thursday, February 7 at Snowden Grove Park. 
Volunteers from all over DeSoto County along with District and NRCS staff gave away 21,000 tree seedlings to DeSoto County residents. 
The District gave away thirteen different species that included: Bald Cypress, Eastern Redbud, Flowering Dogwood, Loblolly Pine, Paw Paw, 
Pecan, Persimmon, Red Maple, River Birch, Sawtooth Oak, Tulip Poplar, Water Oak, and Willow Oak.  

For the first time in many years the weather cooperated and it was a pleasant day to give away trees. The giveaway began at 8a.m. and in 
less than 2 hours all seedlings had been given out to DeSoto County residents!! We are so grateful for the volunteer support we receive 
each year, without our volunteers this program would not be possible. The volunteer group consisted of individuals representing various 
groups including: DeSoto County Master Gardeners, Southaven Volunteers in Policing (VIP's), Hernando Civic Garden Club, Marathon Pipe-
line, DeSoto County Road Department, DeSoto County Emergency Services, DeSoto County Environmental Services, DeSoto County GIS, 
DeSoto Civic Garden Club, City of Olive Branch Parks, and City of Southaven Parks. This tree giveaway has always been a success and the 
citizens always express their appreciation. The District is excited about continuing this program and is already planning the event for 2020. 
We hope  to see you all at next years event! Watch our Facebook page and website www.desotoswcd.com for updates regarding the 2020 
Annual Public Tree Giveaway.  If you have questions regarding the event or would like to get in involved by volunteering, please contact 
Meleiah Tyus, Information and Education Specialist with the District. She may be reached via email at desotocountyswcd@gmail.com. 



 

Prep time 

5 mins  

Total time 

5 mins  

  

Share Fair At Pleasant Hill Elementary  

 
 
 
 

On May 13, 2019, District Employees, Commissioners, and 
school staff from Marshall, Quitman, and Tunica counties 
came to visit the Pleasant Hill Elementary School. Guests 
toured the school garden and high tunnel, in hopes of 
learning how the school garden got started and has ex-
panded over the years. These counties are looking to start 
similar school garden programs in their counties. Mr. Todd 
Willis at Pleasant Hill Elementary started a school garden 
many years ago with his students and today that garden 
has grown by leaps and bounds, which led to his interest in 
adding a high tunnel. Mr. Willis’s goal was to create a state 
of the art Agricultural classroom to teach students all sub-
jects in a dynamic hands on learning environment. He also 
wanted to teach the students basic food production and 
food preservation techniques. Since school is out during 
the traditional gardening time he wanted a high tunnel in-
stalled on the school campus to extend their growing sea-
son. After sharing his goals and objectives with DeSoto 
County SWCD District Commissioners regarding a high 
tunnel, Commissioners acknowledged the passion and 
purpose behind Mr. Willis’s high tunnel project and agreed 
to assist him with the school project. Since then, Mr. Willis 
has grown several different fruit and vegetables in the high 
tunnel with his students and he has had multiple opportuni-
ties to share his passion and projects with several others 
around the world. It is our hope that this visit with Mr. Willis 
showed how important it is to use hands on learning when 
teaching children about agriculture.  

Ingredients 
• 8 oz cream cheese, softened (light cream cheese is okay) 
• 3 to 4 green onions, thinly sliced 
• 2 jalapeños, seeded and diced (use less or more depending on preference) 
• 8 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled 
• 8 oz pepper jack cheese, shredded 
• 4 oz sharp cheddar cheese, shredded 
• 48 tortilla scoops chips  
 
Instructions 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Line two large baking sheets with parchment paper and set aside. 
3. In a medium bowl, stir together cream cheese, green onions, jalapeños, bacon, pepper jack and sharp cheddar cheese. 
4. Spoon a rounded teaspoon of the filling into scoop chips. 
5. Top with additional bacon and cheese if desired. 
6. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes or until filling is bubbly and cheese is melted. 
7. Serve immediately. 



On June 25, district employees from around the state traveled to 
Starkville for the annual MCDEA Summer Training. The training be-
gan with a little fun and fellowship time as district employees made 
welcome signs with Amy Ballard, local Starkville, MS Artist. On 
Wednesday, Meleiah Tyus, MCDEA President (Information & Educa-
tion Specialist, Desoto Co. SWCD), gave the opening welcome and 
updates about upcoming events. Next, Mr. Jerry Smith, President of 
the Mississippi Association of Conservation Districts (MACD) also 
welcomed everyone, gave MACD updates, and reminded Districts 
employees about the annual MACD Winter Meeting and the change 
to our Endowment Fundraiser.  Lastly, Mr. Mark Gilbert, Executive 
Director for the Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation Commis-
sion, he commended the District employees for the excellent job they 
are doing to share conservation education programs around the 
state.   
 
The first training topic began with Lowndes Co. SWCD sharing infor-
mation about their educational high tunnel, which is a partnership 
program with their local MS State Extension Service and a local to-

mato company. Then each area presented different hands on conservation education activities, the South area 
taught how to make terrariums, the Central area shared the veggie and crop relay game that can be used at various education programs, the Delta area covered 
Sam E. Soil and Wendy Water programs, and lastly, Meleiah Tyus from our office demonstrated  her “Can’t  Undo Water  Pollution” education program. Each area 
was presented with a book barn that was made possible by funding from the MS Soil and Water Conservation Commission. These book barns can be checked out 
for a one week time span and used in their county at schools or public libraries. These barns are being filled with agricultural and conservation related topics to 
better help children understand the importance of agriculture and how it affects our everyday lives as well as the importance of being conservation stewards. The 
books were made possible by an educational grant the MS Department of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ) furnished the District Employees Association. Melissa Wells with MDEQ came and spoke 
during the meeting and reminded us that MDEQ is here to help Districts with educational programs. On 
Wednesday afternoon we all traveled to Mississippi State where we learned about drones and how 
they have become beneficial in agriculture.  We finished the day with dinner at The Veranda.   
 
On Thursday, Bayou Town Productions met with the group and introduced us to the updated water-
shed harmony programs they have available. Celia Miller from Madison Co. SWCD demonstrated her 
“Life As A Tree” program. Chelsey Gazaway, Education Coordinator with the MS Soil and Water Con-
servation Commission shared this year’s Youth Camp video. The conference was great and District  
employees from around the state were able to learn about new programs they can introduce in their 
own counties.   We are looking forward to seeing everyone next summer in Oxford!  
 

MCDEA Summer Meeting in Starkville  



Supplies: 

• pine cone 
• felt or construction paper 
• googly eyes 
• Glue 
 
Cut out oval shapes from brown felt for the wings. 

Cut out oval shapes from white felt for the eyes 

Cut out a triangle from orange felt for the nose. 
 
This is just one pine cone pet idea, let your imagi-
nation be your guide and see what you can cre-
ate!  

 

 

Attention college students this scholarship is for you!   
DeSoto County Soil & Water Conservation District, a member of the Mississippi Association of Conservation Districts (MACD), announces its annual call 
for applications for five scholarships to be awarded in January 2020. The scholarship award amounts are: First place $5,000, Second place $5,000, Third 
place $5,000, Fourth place $3,000 and Fifth place $3,000. Scholarship awards are open to any college sophomore, junior, senior, or graduate student en-
rolled in a college or university in the state of Mississippi. Applications will be evaluated based on student’s grade point average, activities and leadership 
qualities, financial need, and supporting materials. Any student may apply regardless of the student’s field of study; however, an applicant pursuing a 
conservation-related field of study may be awarded extra points. MACD is a non-profit organization made up of the state’s 82 Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts to promote the conservation of Mississippi’s natural resources through education and outreach. The deadline for submitting applications is Octo-
ber 1, 2019. To obtain an application, information or specific evaluation criteria, contact Meleiah Tyus, Information & Education Specialist with Desoto 
County Soil & Water Conservation District. Please feel free to call 662-912-4152 or email her at desotocountyswcd@gmail.com.  

Audra Kirkland of Lewisburg Middle School submitted an essay for the M.C. Sparks Memorial Essay contest earlier this 
year. Audra’s essay won first place at her school in the District competition and was selected to advance to the North 
Area competition. Audra also won the North Area MACD Essay contest for seventh and eighth graders and her essay 
has advanced on to the state competition. Nicole McFadden from Lewisburg Elementary submitted a poster for the spe-
cial education contest and her poster also won first place at her school in the District Competition. Her poster also ad-
vanced to the North Area Competition where she also won at that level and has also been entered in the state competi-
tion. State award winners will be announced later in the year. This District is so proud of Audra and Nicole and we wish 
them the best of luck in the State Competitions! 

Audra Kirkland & Nicole McFadden 
 

 Pine Cone Pets  



 

Twenty-one teachers attended the “Adventures in Conserva-
tion Education Workshop.” The four-day workshop was held 
on July 8-12 at DeSoto Central Middle School. Teachers from 
various DeSoto County Schools along with a handful of 
teachers from Tunica County attended the workshop. After 
successful completion of the workshop teachers earned 3 
continuing education credits from Itawamba Community Col-
lege.  

On Monday, teachers were introduced to Cherie Schadler with 
Bayou Town Productions. Cherie travels around the state to 

teach students in Kindergarten through fifth grade the importance of keeping our water clean. 
Next our friend Myrtle Turtle and Courtney Good with the MS Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) stopped by to share information about not littering our highways and streets. Jennifer 
Milner and Lynn Bradshaw with the MS Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) stopped by 
and shared their classroom curriculum on how to teach students about recycling in their class-
rooms. Tympel Harrison with the MS Forestry Commission wrapped up the day sharing infor-
mation about forestry tools, tree identification, and her Smokey Bear program. On Tuesday, Mr. 
Mike Williams, Soil Scientist with our partner agency Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) stopped by to teach about soils. Soils was a hot topic for middle schoolers this past 
year, so we were excited to have Mr. Williams present to help these teachers understand about 
the importance soils and weathering. The remainder of Tuesday was spent with Mr. John DeFa-
zio, retired NRCS Wildlife Biologist. John covered various wildlife topics and hands on activities 
that can be covered in the classroom. On Wednesday, the day began with Mrs. Pam Selby, DeSo-
to County Master Gardener. Pam came to teach about Mars Soil and pollination. Later that morn-
ing, Keep Mississippi Beautiful provided binders full of classroom activities to help students 
understand about the importance of keeping our state beautiful. Robin Tisdale with the MS Soil & 
Water Conservation Commission (MSWCC) brought the Mississippi Conservation District Em-
ployees Association’s Soil Tunnel to teach about soil and it’s different layers. Chelsey Gazaway, 
also from the MS Soil & Water Conservation Commission (MSWCC) wrapped up the day with 
lessons from the Food, Land, and People Curriculum. Thursday was spent with Deb Veeder 
from the Mississippi Wildlife Federation (MWF). Deb taught about water quality and testing. 
She taught the teachers how to recognize the different types of aquatic insects. She demon-
strated the Enviroscape model that visually teaches about the effects of erosion.   

The District was excited for the opportunity to co-host this work-
shop with the RC&D Council for the third year in a row.  We want 
to thank George Rowland with the RC&D Council  for helping 
make this event a huge success!  

2 019  Te a ch e r  Wo rks h o p   



Judy Beard

Cindy Gaines

662-429-5288

324 West Commerce

Hernando, MS  38632

LADIES READY TO WEAR

Compliments of

Velvet Cream

Mon - Sat:9:30 am-9:00 pm  •  Sun:10:00 am-9:00 pm

2290 Highway 51 South, Hernando, MS 38632

662-429-6540

John S. (Steve) Wilson

Licensed Professional Engineer

Mississippi and Tennessee

895 Swinnea Lake Drive

Southaven, MS  38672

Civil Engineer

(662) 449-1827

Cell (662) 404-2583

jswilson9@comcast.net

D E S O T O C O U N T Y S O I L A N D W A T E R C O N S E R V A T I O N D I S T R I C T

Jimmy J. Hill

 

3451 Goodman Rd. #101 

Southaven, MS 38672

Phone: 662-874-5010

Fax: 662-874-5014

AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED FRANCHISE

www.lennys.com

P.O. Box 323    Peyton Road    Coldwater, MS 38618

JERRY SLOCUM

nmsgrain@bellsouth.net

Phone: 662-662-7266       Fax: 662-662-0218

NORTH MISSISSIPPI GRAIN CO., INC.

Lauderdale Insurance Agcy Inc

Sam Lauderdale, Agent

11 W Commerce Street

Hernando, MS 38632-2213

Bus 662 429 5213   Fax 662 429 5299

sam.lauderdal.b2r2@statefarm.com

For Emergency Road Service, call 877-627-5757.

2451 E. Parkway, Suite B • Hernando, MS 38632

Office: 662-449-3530 • Fax: 662-449-3531

Toll Free: 1-888-432-1104

Bowdre Emerson, Realtor Associate 

D E S O T O C O U N T Y S O I L A N D W A T E R C O N S E R V A T I O N D I S T R I C T

Norman Brown III

10636 Shelton Road

Collierville, TN, 38017

Office: 901.850.9996

Fax: 901.850.7877

Cell: 901.581.5977

Norman Brown III

RECYCLING AND LANDFILL SERVICE

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

for your business card only
ONLY
$35
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Norman Brown III

10636 Shelton Road

Collierville, TN, 38017

Office: 901.850.9996
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Cell: 901.581.5977

Norman Brown III

RECYCLING AND LANDFILL SERVICE

P.O. Box 508
2517 Caffey Street
Hernando, MS 38632

(O) 662-429-7821
(C) 901-870-4777
Daniel.bennett@sfbcic.com

MS Farm Bureau Insurance
Get Real Auto•Home•Life

Daniel S. Bennett
Agent

Home: 662-382-7995
16105 Arkabutla Rd.
Sarah, MS 38665

Ron: 662-519-3032
Brock: 662-519-3019
Matt: 662-519-1537
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Visit us on the web at www.desotoswcd.com  

DeSoto County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

3260 Hwy 51 S.  
Hernando, MS 38632 
662-429-8687 ext. 3  
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status. (not all prohibited bases apply to all 
program) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target Center at 207-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint, 

write the Secretary of Agriculture,  
 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or 202-720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer.  
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Matthew Wallis 
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Information & Education Specialist 
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Barbara Sowell  

ASSISTING THE DISTRICT 

Supervisory Soil Conservationist, NRCS 
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Soil Technician 
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