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The Third Grade Tree Program and the Annual Tree
Giveaway will be here before we know it and we
would love to have some local citizens join our
volunteer group. Do you have some extra time on
your hands and would like to volunteer in our
community? 

CONSERVATION NEWS

READ MORE

TREE
PROGRAMS 
COMING 
UP

It’s time to renew your membership with the District.
We are so proud to have such a wonderful
membership drive each year. We appreciate your
support and look forward to serving our community in
the upcoming year! 

DISTRICT
MEMBERSHIP

DRIVE

TOP NEWS OF THE MONTH



“HAVE A VOICE IN CONSERVATION”
RENEW YOUR DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP TODAY!  

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP BY SENDING IN $15.00 TO $24.00 FOR EACH
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP OR $25.00 OR MORE FOR EACH AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP.
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE BI-ANNUAL NEWSLETTER AND AN

EVENING OF FELLOWSHIP AND FUN AT OUR ANNUAL BANQUET.  THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL
BANQUET WILL BE HELD AT CYPRESS HALL ON APRIL 4, 2024. MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE

INVITATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S EVENT VIA MAIL.  WE HAVE SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR THIS EVENT. IF INTERESTED, PLEASE MAKE CHECKS

PAYABLE TO DESOTO COUNTY SWCD AND MAIL TO OUR OFFICE AT 3260 HIGHWAY 51
SOUTH, HERNANDO, MS 38632. ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE AND

ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! PLEASE SUBMIT MEMBERSHIP DUES BY FEBRUARY 12, 2024. 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL BARBARA AT 662-912-4147.
DESOTO COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________
 PHONE: ________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________ST:_________ ZIP:_______________

EMAIL ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: ________________________________________________

(  ) ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ($15.00-$24.00)
(  ) AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP: ($25.00 OR MORE)

(  ) SPONSORSHIP: ($100.00 OR MORE)  
  

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE DISTRICT!! 

2024 M.C. SPARKS 
ESSAY & POSTER CONTEST 

CONTEST MATERIALS WILL BE SENT OUT TO DESOTO
COUNTY SCHOOLS IN JANUARY. 

THE ESSAY CONTEST WILL BE OPEN TO ALL 7TH AND 8TH
GRADERS AND THE POSTER CONTEST WILL BE OPEN TO

ALL GRADES AND ALL STUDENTS IN K-12.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CONTESTS PLEASE
CONTACT MELEIAH TYUS AT 662-912-4152 OR VIA EMAIL

AT DESOTOCOUNTYSWCD@GMAIL.COM 



For more than 80 years, the Natural Resources Conservation Service has been a pioneer in conservation, working with landowners, local and state
governments, and other federal agencies to maintain healthy and productive working landscapes.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making additional financial assistance available for agricultural producers and forest landowners
nationwide who want to participate in its conservation programs and adopt climate-smart practices.
Our current funding cycle ranking deadline to apply was October 27, 2023, however, NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation
programs year-round for producers interested in EQIP or CSP. Funding is provided through a competitive process.
The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) provided an additional $19.5 billion over five years for climate smart agriculture through several of the
conservation programs that USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) implements.

For Mississippi, the FY 2024 Program Allocation is:
$40,582,259 for EQIP
$25,630,691 for CSP
$42,858,000 for IRA EQIP
$14,787,000 for IRA CSP
Making the total FY 2024 Allocation for Mississippi $123,857,950

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is increasing the minimum annual payment for agricultural producers participating in the Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP) from $1,500 to $4,000 starting in fiscal year 2024. The increase addresses challenges faced by small scale, underserved,
and urban producers and improves equity in the program by making participation more financially beneficial for smaller operations.
CSP offers technical and financial assistance to help agricultural and forest producers take their conservation efforts to the next level. The program
is designed to compensate agricultural and forest producers who agree to increase their level of conservation by adopting additional conservation
activities and maintaining their baseline level of conservation. Examples of CSP enhancements that are suitable for being adopted by smaller scale
and urban producers include: Planting multi-species cover crops Mulching with natural materials Establishing pollinator habitats Soil health
crop rotation Inflation Reduction Act and CSP Currently, an unprecedented amount of funding is available for CSP through the Inflation Reduction
Act and Farm Bill.
The IRA funding includes an additional $8.45 billion for EQIP, $4.95 billion for RCPP, $3.25 billion for CSP, and $1.4 billion for ACEP. The increased
funding levels begin in fiscal year 2023 and rapidly build over four years. These additional investments are estimated to help hundreds of thousands
of farmers and ranchers apply conservation to millions of acres of land.
In administering the Inflation Reduction Act climate investments, USDA will also support other environmental co-benefits, including among other
things water conservation, wildlife habitat improvements, and reducing runoff.
Please stop by the office and pick up your 2024 Soils Planner. The Soil and Plant Science Division of NRCS has made calendar-style 2024 Soils
Planner is available for our local offices and our customers. This year's theme, "Back to Basics," spotlights basic soil properties and characteristics.

Happy New Year!
Chantel Davis,
Supervisory District Conservationist

District Conservationist's Corner







CONSERVATION FIELD DAY 



Conservation Education & Outreach Programs 
· Visited all of the Third Grade Schools that allowed us to present an in-person program and distributed over 2500 rulers to third
graders.
· Annual Public Tree Giveaway, February 9, 2023 –gave away 25,000 seedlings 
· Received over 400 essays for the M.C. Sparks Memorial Essay Contests & about 100 Posters. Hosted Awards Reception in
May. DeSoto County also had 2 poster winners and 1 essay winner at the area competition and advanced to the state
competition. 
· Hosted the North Area Envirothon Training for high school students. 
· District served on planning committee for Earth Day community event and also had an education booth during event. 
· Met monthly with a local homeschool group to provide conservation education lessons and activities. 
· Hosted Conservation Kids Camp the week of June 26-30, 2023.
· Hosted a Producer Appreciation Event on National Ag Day. 
· Visited several schools during the year to present the Enviroscape model to third, fifth, and eighth grade science classes. 
· Hosted two week-long teacher workshops with over 50 teachers in attendance earning over 150 CEU’s. 
· Hosted the Senses and Conservation Kindergarten Field Day for Pleasant Hill Elementary at Olive Branch City Park. 
Hosted the Pleasant Hill Elementary Ag Day (in school field trip)
· Hosted the Lake Cormorant Elementary Ag Day (in school field trip)
· Hosted Conservation Field Day for fifth graders October 18 & 19, 2023. Over a thousand students from various DeSoto
County schools participated. 
· Led an education session at the North Area District Employee Education Training.
· Visited many schools throughout the year to cover various conservation education related teacher requests. 
 

2023 Accomplishments
DeSoto Co. SWCD & NRCS 





AG
DAY

KINDERGARTENERS AT
PLEASANT HILL & LAKE

CORMORANT ELEMENTARY
LEARNED ALL ABOUT FARMING

AND AGRICULTURE. 



Judy Beard

Cindy Gaines

662-429-5288

324 West Commerce

Hernando, MS  38632

LADIES READY TO WEAR

Compliments of

Velvet Cream

Mon - Sat:9:30 am-9:00 pm  •  Sun:10:00 am-9:00 pm

2290 Highway 51 South, Hernando, MS 38632

662-429-6540

John S. (Steve) WilsonJohn S. (Steve) Wilson

Licensed Professional Engineer

Mississippi and Tennessee

895 Swinnea Lake Drive

Southaven, MS  38672

Civil Engineer

(662) 449-1827

Cell (662) 404-2583

jswilson9@comcast.net

D E S O T O C O U N T Y S O I L A N D W A T E R C O N S E R V A T I O N D I S T R I C T

P.O. Box 323 Peyton Road Coldwater, MS 38618

JERRY SLOCUM

nmsgrain@bellsouth.net

Phone: 662-662-7266       Fax: 662-662-0218

NORTH MISSISSIPPI GRAIN CO., INC.

Lauderdale Insurance Agcy Inc

Sam Lauderdale, Agent

11 W Commerce Street

Hernando, MS 38632-2213

Bus 662 429 5213   Fax 662 429 5299

sam.lauderdal.b2r2@statefarm.com

For Emergency Road Service, call 877-627-5757.

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

for your business card only
ONLY
$35

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

ONLY
$35

9012520383     byhaliacreekfarms@gmail.com

Jonathan Dean
Owner 662-429-5296

8925 Cub Lake Road
Hernando, Mississippi 38632

Weed Control • Fertilization
DEAN’S LAWN RANGER

Perry Trucking, Inc.
Daniel Perry

c17perrytrucking@gmail.com

Cheryl Sudduth
662-429-5337

Banks & Co., LLC
Stewards of DeSoto County Land Since 1838

Hernando, MS 38632

Phone: 901-486-1239



2451 E. Parkway, Suite B • Hernando, MS 38632

Office: 662-449-3530 • Fax: 662-449-3531

Toll Free: 1-888-432-1104

Bowdre Emerson, Realtor Associate 

D E S O T O C O U N T Y S O I L A N D W A T E R C O N S E R V A T I O N D I S T R I C T

Norman Brown III

10636 Shelton Road

Collierville, TN, 38017

Office: 901.850.9996

Fax: 901.850.7877

Cell: 901.581.5977

Norman Brown III

RECYCLING AND LANDFILL SERVICE

Home: 662-382-7995
16105 Arkabutla Rd.
Sarah, MS 38665

Ron: 662-519-3032
Brock: 662-519-3019
Matt: 662-519-1537

5
Brothers

Dirt Work, LLC

75 CR 515
Como, MS 38619

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

ONLY
$35
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COMMISSIONERS

Zachary Walker, Chairman
Seth Steadham, Vice Chairman

Jim Sayle, Sec. /Treas.
Susie Burns

Matthew Wallis 
 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS

Bowdre Emerson 
Duane Steadham

David Sullivan 
Todd Williams 

 

SWCD STAFF

Information & Education Specialist
Meleiah Tyus
District Clerk

Barbara Sowell 

 ASSISTING THE DISTRICT - NRCS

Supervisory Soil Conservationist
Chantel Davis 

Soil Conservationist, NRCS
Cody Richey

Soil Technician, NRCS
Ricky Garay 

 

Visit us on the web at www.desotoswcd.com

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs and marital or familial status. (not all prohibited bases apply to all program) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program

information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target Center at 207-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint, write the Secretary of
Agriculture, 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or 202-720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer. 
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